
Mark and Lisa Smith 
PO Box 64 
Lincoln, MT 59639 
October 20, 2011 
 
Kathy Bushnell 
2880 Skyview Drive 

Helena, Montana 59602 
 
RE: Mike Horse Repository 
 
Dear Ms. Bushnell, 

 
As a 30 year resident of Lincoln, residing in our home on the Blackfoot River, we are registering our 
opposition to the current relocation plan for the contaminated soils at the Mike Horse Mine. While we 
agree that the material must be secured we are not satisfied that the plan to move it to Sec. 35 is the 
best approach.  
 
Having served the valley for over 30 years through our excavation business, we understand the natural 
variables before you such as the diversity in the soils and landscapes, the ground and surface waters 
which fluctuate wildly, especially during wet years such as 2011. And we know that materials placed on 
sloping areas with ground and surface water issues are prone to being unstable and unpredictable. We 
also understand what an enormous challenge it is, given our short work season,  to actually dig out 
approximately 1,000,000 yards of wet, caustic contaminants, dry the material, then haul, dump, spread, 
compact and seal it securely in place with no threat to the Blackfoot River. Mother Nature is about to 
show a hand full of people, with their computer models and charts, that they have not adequately 
drafted a plan that will succeed environmentally and economically.  And “We the People” are about to 
be stuck with the consequences. 
 
Regardless of what public officials have told their supervisors and the press, the vast majority of valley 
residents understand the Mike Horse contaminants must be stabilized to prevent poisoning our river but 
are in solidarity against the Section 35 plan. We are reasonable people, but have been deliberately 
excluded from the planning process. This budget busting plan is being forced upon us and was designed 
to support a predetermined site without adequate consideration to the long term river health, local 
expertise and wisdom relative to the site, the impact to private property, location options, and/or 
advanced technology addressing the contaminants onsite with hi-tech boring and water collection 
experts, maintenance costs, and actual financial impacts to the valley economy. The fact that the 
Section 35 site was secured a week before the public comment period on the study even began is 
evidence of this being a preselected location chosen long before the testing or optional locations were 
supposedly explored. 
 
Are we about to create another monster equal to or greater than the existing problem?  The enormous 
scope of this project, one estimated to last at least 12 years, requires a full blown Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)!  An EIS would give the public and government officials more complete information and 
confidence in choosing the final plan and estimating the true cost of this giant project, to proceed 
without it would be an act of arrogance and incompetence.  
 



What model is being used to reliably project a budget for 12 years?  What contractor(s) will take on this 
massive project without a clause covering unforeseen cost increases due to fuel prices, the weather, 
forest fires, earthquakes, flooding etc.. Has the state and country honestly considered the cost of future 
road repairs due to the over 120,000 truckloads of material it will supposedly take to haul this material? 
What about the cost to the landowners nearby, shouldn’t they be compensated at fair market value for 
the lost property values?  The taxpayers of Lewis and Clark County and Montana  are about to be stuck 
with a flawed process that will inevitably require raising taxes over and over again, forever, as they are 
forced to cleanup and maintain and even redo this process in the future!  
 
It has been said that the forest service, other agencies and NGOs are tired of this problem and just want 
to get it over with. Well, we are all tired of a lot of things including short sighted planning that risks the 
ecosystem of the Blackfoot River, wastes precious natural resources and tax dollars. The economic 
reality is that governments will continue to be challenged to meet essential needs of Montanans and 
that we all must do everything we can to avoid creating expensive monsters that go over budget and are 
very expensive to maintain, forever.  
 
The stunning reality is that over the next 12 years or more we are about to dislodge 1,000,000 cubic 
yards of corrosive, poisonous soil and relocate it without a liner on a slope with occasional artesian 
water activity just above the headwaters of the beautiful Blackfoot River! It would be laughable if it 
wasn’t the actual plan! The carbon footprint of this project in incalculable; we will waste precious finite 
resources and create a budget busting project just because a handful of people, in positions of power, 
have drafted a plan that is more political than practical and until now have locked the public out of the 
discovery process. Would they be so eager if they were professionally and monetarily responsible for a 
failed project? This country is in the midst of a public uprising from every sector of society because of 
abusive controlling actions just like this Mike Horse project. Americans just want to be respected, 
included and trusted to collectively forge a livable future for themselves and for the 7th generation yet 
born.  Can we look our grandchildren in the eye and tell them we thought that the “Section 35 Plan” was 
a good idea? Really? 
 
Please step back from the present timeline and create an independent, democratic format through 
which we will collectively draft an environmentally sound and economically just solution. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Mark C. Smith    Lisa MR. Smith 
 
 
 

 


